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DIGITECH VOCALIST VL3D £316

DigiTech

Guitarist

CHOICE

Vocalist VL3D :::6

Will your guitar and this tabletop box
put backing vocalists out of a job?
We find out by Trevor Curwen

ackinissue 292 we
B reviewed a pedal that

did nothingto the guitar
sound: the reason being that the
unit, the DigiTech Vocalist Live
2, was purely for processing
vocals and adding two-part
harmonies, triggered by guitar
and intelligently following the
chords played. DigiTech has
now come up with the Vocalist
VL3D, adesktop processor with
an expanded feature set.

The VL3D’s wedge shape
gives easy access to the controls
and clear visibility to the
illuminated info panel. All the
connections are neatly tucked
away at the rear, as is the knob
to set the inputlevel, although
it’s still easily accessed from the
front. The control panel is split
into switchable sections that
process the vocal signal. The
first section offers four knobs to
tweak the sound of the voice
before any pitch correction or
harmonies are added. There’s a
noise gate, de-esser, compressor
and a ‘warmth’ knob to add
simulated valve distortion. The
nextsection applies pitch
correction to the voice -
tweaking any out of tune notes
to fitinto a12-note chromatic
scale. A choice of studio, room
and hall reverb can alsobe
added to the overall sound.

The VL3D'’s simple control Iayou makes
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Adding harmonies to the
voice is possible courtesy of
DigiTech’s MusIQ Technology,
which analyses the singer’s
voice to generate the most
musically correct harmonies.
Two harmonies can be
generated by playing guitar
chords or, in the case of an
unaccompanied singer, by using
the unit’s front panel buttons to
set the key and scale for a
particular song. For each
harmony you have an easily
understandable choice of bass,
lower, low, double, high, higher
oroctave. Each can take on the
natural character of the singer’s
voice or have its gender altered!
In addition a ‘humanize’ knob
adjusts the perceived
naturalness of the harmony
voices. A ‘harmony mix’ knob
sets the mix of lead voice and
harmonies from lead voice only
through to harmonies only.

The VL3D contains five
programmable memories for
storing your settings and each
ofthese can contain two
independent settings - Part A
and PartB - selected using a
front panel switch oran
optional footswitch. If two
harmonies isn’t enough, up to
four harmonies can be created
in MIDI mode by inputting
MIDI notes into the VL3D.

itvery easy touse

Sounds
Plug a mic into the back for
singing, plugin your guitar and
connectalead from the guitar
thrusocket to your amp, tune
the guitar using the onboard
tuner then choose the vocal
sound and harmony voices that
you want - setting up is that
simple. All that’s leftto dois
sing while playing rhythm
guitar into the VL3D and you’ll
find yourself musically valid
harmonies that
sympathetically follow the
song’s structure for an
instantly bigger sound.
Soundwise, all of the effects
that can be applied to the main
voice work well - the
compressor in particular
givingitreal presence to aid
cutting through a mix. As for
the generated voices, the
various combinations of thirds,
fifths, upper and lower
octaves, and unison for a
doubling effect, offer a pretty
versatile range. Asis generally
common with this type of unit,
the generated voices can sound
atad unnatural if they’re too
prominent, butif you sit them
inthe mix at a sensible level so
thatthey complement the
mainvocal the effect can be
quite stunning.

Verdict

Ifyowre a musician who sings
and plays guitar and you want
tobolster your sound with
some extra voices, the VL3D
will do the job nicely. For
recording it will happily sit on
atabletop, the inputs handling
bothlive vocals and guitar
playing, as well as the recorded
equivalent if you want to add
harmonies to already recorded
material. Onstage? Just sitit on
top of your amp for easy access
tothe front panel and add a
remote footswitch. You may
not have to rely on the ‘pitch-
challenged’ bassist and
drummer ever again...

The Bottom Line

We like: Simple to use; voice
processing; chord tracking
We dislike: Swimmy sounds
at extreme settings
Guitarist says: The VL3D is
ano-hassle way to thicken
up vocals or add harmonies
that follow your playing

The Rivals

TC Helicon's VoiceTone
Harmony-G (£281) is the
closest in the range to the
DigiTech. It has a harmony
arrangement algorithm that
listens to guitar to create the
correct harmony parts
giving you two harmonies.
DigiTech also offers the
stompbox-style Vocalist
Live 2 (£310) with two
harmonies and the Vocalist
Live 4 (£523) with three- or
four-part harmonies.

DigiTech
Vocalist VL3D

PRICE: £316

TYPE: Guitar-driven vocal harmony
processor

ORIGIN: USA

SAMPLING FREQUENCY: 44.1kHz
A/D CONVERSION: 24-bit resolution
SIMULTANEOUS HARMONIES:
Two (four via MIDI input)
CONNECTIONS: XLR Mic input,
6.4mm jack line in, guitar in, guitar
thru, and line outs (L&R); stereo mini-
jack headphone socket, MIDI in, MIDI
thru, USB MIDI, footswitch socket
DIMENSIONS: 162 (1) x 257.5(w)

x 69.7mm(h)

WEIGHT (kg/Ib): 1.5/3.3
PHANTOM POWER: Yes

POWER REQUIREMENTS: 9V AC
adaptor (supplied)

OPTIONS: DigiTech FS3X (£46)
three-button footswitch

RANGE OPTIONS: See Rivals
Sound Technology UK

01462 480000
www.digitech.com

Test results

Build quality ko ok
Features Yokk ok
Sound Jokk ok
Value for money 2.0.2.0.¢
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